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CHRIST MEMORIAL AND ST. PAUL’S

Enough!
Here is what I know when that bell tolls – again –
I need to go and make something, anything, a
poem; a pie; a terrible scarf with my terrible
knitting; I need to write a letter, remind myself of
any little lifeline around me.
When death sounds, I forget most of what I learnt
before. I go below. I compare my echoes with
other people’s happiness. I carve that hole in my
own chest again, pull out all my organs once
again, wonder if they’ll ever work again, stuff them
back again. Begin. Again. (Padraig O Tuama)
I’ve been with Bishop Scanlan and the diocese’s
clergy for the past three days at the annual Clergy
Conference. We met at the Wyndam Conference
Center and Resort in Lancaster. It isn’t “all that.”
My room had one of those air conditioning units
that switches off and on all night . . . loudly and
occasionally with a loud “Clunk.” That wasn’t the
main reason that I didn’t sleep much on Tuesday
night and Wednesday morning.
Eva, Irma, Uziyah, Xavier, Amerie Jo, Jose, Alithia,
Annabell, Eliahana, Eliana, Rojello, Jacklyn, Jaliah,
Jayce, Alexandria (Lexi), Tess, Makenna, Layla,
Maite, Miranda, Nevaeh and two other mortal lives
have been murdered. There are many other
children and at least one law enforcement officer
who are wounded and recovering from the gun
assault occurring in Uvalde, Texas.
Enough.
Enough!

Alan Brandt, Junior Warden, and Elaine Pongratz,
Outreach Chair, provided wonderful leadership for
two successful St. Paul's projects: The annual
Thanksgiving for Community turkey dinner and the
strawberry shortcake booth at Renaissance
Jamboree. More photos of each event are
elsewhere in the newsletter.
The word reverberating in my head is . . . enough.
And yet what is it that a parish priest and two small
Episcopal congregations in Central Pennsylvania
can do? I fully support Bishop Scanlan’s letter to
the diocese (penned on behalf of the diocese’s
clergy).
Please read it elsewhere in this
newsletter. In the letter, Bishop Scanlan stated:
“We call for a collective commitment to support
youth who are isolated and struggle, and to equip
them and their families with resources to navigate

the stress and untenable burdens of life. We pray
for the transformation of our communities,
recognizing the courage and vulnerability needed
to name our weaknesses, and to build towards a
healthier future. We need more strident gun laws
to keep our children safe and laws to ensure that
gun owners act responsibly. We must raise our
voice to influence our leaders and legislators to
end the epidemic of gun violence.”
We are not isolated or immune to such horrors.
We are aware that suicides in our own and
neighboring towns happen frequently because of
the availability of guns. Chaplains at Geisinger
provide pastoral care to gun violence victims,
survivors and offenders. Even if these facts are
not enough, consider how all of us are impacted
when another mass shooting occurs. There is
evidence that 30% of people who witness a mass
shooting suffer some degree of PTSD for every
mortality caused by a mass shooting such as the
one that happened in Uvalde, Texas, Buffalo, NY,
or wherever the next mass shooting occurs.
We will hear and view politicians at federal, state
and local levels do nothing but offer condolences
and, in some places, do whatever they can to
make sure that it becomes easier and easier to
own a gun – even weapons strictly designed for
battlefield purposes such as those used in one
tragic massacre after another.
Isn’t a ban on the purchase of assault weapons
reasonable? Aren’t universal background checks
at least an effort to make sure that someone with
a criminal background or an unsettled emotional
or behavioral status is not allowed to purchase a
weapon? Can’t we close some loopholes to
existing statutes? I love our teenagers, and I’m not
comfortable with them legally purchasing
battlefield weapons before they can legally drink
alcohol.
Bishop Caryle Hughes of the Episcopal Diocese of
Newark:
“Nineteen small bodies and those of two teachers
demand our commitment and attention to life.
What shall we do as individuals and as church to
bring the frequent mass shootings to an end? The
dead have no time for our discouragement, they

have no tolerance for our feeling overwhelmed,
and they have no need for our opinions. Instead,
the echo of their lives and the horror of their
deaths urge us to a relentless commitment to end
gun violence and mass shooting.” She concluded
with the following list of actions:
1. Call your legislators at national and state
levels.
2. Start a chapter of the Episcopal Peace
Fellowship.
3. Adapt prayers for individual use and for the
Prayers of the People.
4. Add the names of the dead to your personal
and parish prayer lists.
5. Wear Orange on June 3 – National Gun
Violence Prevention Day.
6. Write articles and letters to your local
publications and local leaders.
The poet Padraig O Tuama recommends doing
something – creating some small beginning.
There are many things – even if they are small
things – that we can do. I intend to call my
legislators . . . again. I am writing to you and I am
inclined to send this to the local newspapers.
This Sunday’s Gospel speaks to the be-loving unity
that Jesus and God experience in their “oneness.”
Jesus’ prayer is on behalf “of those who will
believe in me through their word, that they may all
be one.” My prayer is that our words may become
more than words and that we’ll find actions to save
the lives of children and adults across our nation.
Maybe one phone call will be enough to persuade
one legislator to change her or his voting record.
Maybe an article, like this one, may prompt
someone to not purchase ammunition for their
automatic weapons. Maybe it will be just enough
for you to craft something so as to begin anew your
Christian pilgrimage.
May God’s Grace and Justice spur us to action
when our fears prompt us to remain silent.
Enough!
Blessings along The Way, Jim

A Message from
Bishop Scanlan
How long, O Lord, will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long shall I have perplexity in my mind
And grief in my heart, day after day?
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?
Look upon me and answer me O Lord, my God;
Give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death.
(Psalm 13:1-3)
May 25, 2022
Dear Members of the Diocese of Central Pa.,
Yesterday afternoon, as the clergy of the diocese
and I gathered in prayer, study and fellowship at
our Clergy Conference in Lancaster, we learned of
the shooting in Uvalde, Texas that claimed the
lives of 19 children and two adult victims – and the
life of the shooter. We offer this prayer for the
repose of the souls of those who have died, with
tender love for the families who suffer this tragic
loss, in grief for the despair of the one driven to
unleash such horror, and with compassion for all
in the community of Uvalde and across our country
who are changed forever by this violent act.
The temptation is to write a letter that will bind the
immediate wounds of those of us who reel in the
moment, stunned by the unthinkable idea of
murdering children and innocent adults; and to bid
prayers for peace. But to do only that is a shortsighted response, and one that we have made
before, and again: Buffalo, Parkland, Squirrel Hill,
Las Vegas, Orlando, Charleston, Sandy Hook, to
name a few.
As your bishop and clergy, we recognize a fissure
and dis-ease in our American community that
demands a deeper response: a response that
calls for an accountability to each other for
change. The life that God gives us is sacred and

we must work together to honor its gift. We call for
a collective commitment to support youth who are
isolated and struggle, and to equip them and their
families with resources to navigate the stress and
untenable burdens of life.
We pray for the transformation of our
communities, recognizing the courage and
vulnerability needed to name our weaknesses,
and to build towards a healthier future. We need
more strident gun laws to keep our children safe
and laws to ensure that gun owners act
responsibly. We must raise our voices to influence
our leaders and legislators to end the epidemic of
gun violence.
We do this work of creating a safer community,
together, because Uvalde, Parkland, Squirrel Hill,
Las Vegas, Orlando, Charleston and Sandy Hook
belong to us, and we, to them.
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way, you
will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)
Please pray for strength, for courage, for action,
and for the consolation of our faith knowing that
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
And will save those whose spirits are crushed.
(Psalm 34:18)
In the Way of Love,
+ Audrey
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Audrey C. Scanlan, XI Bishop and
the Clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of Central
Pennsylvania, gathered in Lancaster, PA.
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Dessert Outreach
There are still a few openings to provide desserts
for the guests of Our Orangeville Manor from now
until September:
June 5
June 19: Betty/Elaine
July 10: Patty Creasy
July 24: Twylah/Elaine
August 7: Doug/Kathy
August 21: Scott/Jean
September 4
September 18
Guidelines:

Historic Baptismal Font
Relocated Inside CMEC
The baptismal font previously located in the
backyard of the CMEC rectory has been relocated
inside the church. The font was gifted to the
church by the Frick and Hawke families and is
believed to be original to the church.
Please reach out to Father Jim if you have any
information you would like to share on the history
of the baptismal font, and/or the Frick and Hawke
families.

Baptismal Birthdays for June
Robert Barton Sr. * Sallie Sitler * John Hobbis *
Jean Atherton * Eric Hess * Ken Roszel * Robert
Barton Jr. * Leigh Ann Hamilton * Meredith
DeWald * Megan Hicks * Ian Lowe * Ian Hicks *
Ellen Tyree * Jessica Cooper * Lee Nicholas
Johnson * Keira Pringle * Molly Elizabeth Cooper

Adult Christian Education
Through the first half of June the Sunday evening
and Monday morning Adult Ed classes are
finishing up the study of Prayer. After that, we’ll
take some time off for the summer. Watch for
plans in the August and September newsletters.

Provide 40 servings
Use disposable pans or bags.
Directions: Take Rt. 487 from Bloomsburg to
Orangeville. Shortly after you get into the village,
take the first left on Broad Street, then turn right
on Mill Street. After the fire hall, OOM will be on
the right with an American flag, an awning out front
and a sign. Go past the building and turn into the
parking lot on the left side of the building. When
you arrive, call the OOM number, 570-683-5951,
and someone will come to the call to get the
desserts. You can drop off the items any time
during your week.
To sign up, or if you have any questions or
concerns,
contact
Elaine
Pongratz
at
mdmep@ptd.net.

Plan Ahead:
On May 14th Columbia County Christian Fair
Ministry held a planning meeting. Starting soon
we will be gearing up for CCCFM!
Check
“Happenings” and the next newsletter for more
information! Participation from both parishes is
welcome!

Renaissance Jamboree 2022

The outcome: Thanks to one big cooperative
effort, St. Paul’s participation in this year’s
Renaissance Jamboree was a great success! With
60 pounds of strawberries, 180 pieces of
shortcake and 12 cans of whipped cream, we sold
out by 1:30! Since the stand had to remain up
until 5 p.m., we spent the afternoon consoling
many, many disappointed folks who had been
looking forward to our strawberry shortcake.
At the end of the day, we took in $670 at the stand,
plus 10% of the sales made by our for-profit
vendor/partner, Whitehair Designs. Donation
envelopes toward the cost of the strawberries are
still coming in. – Elaine Pongratz, Outreach Chair

Val Evert, scooping strawberries, and Rachel
Bitler, cashier
The day: April 30th was about as perfect a spring
day as we could have hoped for. Ren Jam
organizers did an incredible job creating and
executing a safe and efficient system to get the
vendors in and out of The Farm in Bloomsburg.
The people: Participating in Ren Jam takes many
hands. Human resources from St. Paul’s included
10 volunteers who set up, worked in and took
down the stand, 11 “preparers of strawberries,”
and 12 “bakers of shortcake.”
We also had assistance, in the form of heavy
lifting, from the brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha.
We were finally
able to work with
our
new
vendor/partner,
Whitehair
Designs, owned
and operated by
Justin and Stacy
Whitehair. They
sold bath salts, potpourri and woodworking items
– including pens and small picnic tables for
feeding squirrels! In addition, Justin designed and
printed a great sign to display in their booth (see
photo). Stacy and Justin proved to be an excellent
match for St. Paul’s, so we are planning to work
together again in 2023.

Rachel Bitler, Val Evert, Elaine Pongratz and Gini
Shahovskoy were among those helping at the
strawberry shortcake booth.

Members of Lambda Chi Alpha helped with the
heavy lifting. From left: Jake Caskie, James
McGarrity, Ryan Sweeney, Derek Miller and Ben
Snyder.

Scripture Readings for June
June 5th – Pentecost (Whitsunday)
Acts 2:1-21
Or Genesis 11:1-9
Romans 8:14-17
Or Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17, (25-27)
Psalm 104:25-35, 37
June 11th – Saint Barnabas, Apostle
Isaiah 42:5-12
Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3
Matthew 10:7-16
Psalm 112

Scott Atherton, accepting the Silver Beaver
Award. He has been involved in some aspect of
Scouting for 42 years.

Congratulations, Scott!
Anyone who knows Scott Atherton knows of his
involvement with Scouting. Now that involvement
has been recognized with the very prestigious
Silver Beaver Award.
The award is the council-level distinguished
service award of the Boy Scouts of America. Upon
nomination by their local Scout council and with
the approval of the National Court of Honor,
recipients of this award are registered adult
leaders who have made an impact on the lives of
youth through service given to the council.
The Silver Beaver is an award given to those who
implement the Scouting program and perform
community service through hard work, selfsacrifice, dedication, and many years of service. It
is given to those who do not seek it.

CMEC Production Volunteers Needed
CMEC is looking for additional production
volunteers to assist with virtual Sunday worship.
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact
Dave Peterson at dpeter@ptd.net.

June 12th – Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
Psalm 8
Or Canticle 13
June 19th – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 65:1-9
Psalm 22:18-27
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39
June 24th – Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
Isaiah 40:1-11
Acts 13:14b-26
Luke 1:57-80
Psalm 85
June 26th – Third Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
June 29th – Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles
Ezekiel 34:11-16
2 Timothy 4:1-8
John 21:15-19
Psalm 87

Thank You, Choir!
On Sunday, June 5th, before the choir breaks for
the summer, we will take time to acknowledge
those people who have given their time and talent
to enhance our music program here at St. Paul’s.
Listed below are the names of all involved in our
music programs.
In gratitude for their support of the worship life of
our church, we thank these folks for sharing their
gift of music with us,
Congratulations, Katy! May 20 was an extra
special day for Katy Atkins. On that day, the longtime dream of becoming an American citizen
became a reality. She is shown with husband
Richard (left) and Congressman Fred Keller. Katy
was one of 30 people from 22 countries who
were welcomed as new citizens at the Federal
Courthouse in Williamsport.

Opportunities to Serve
Are you looking for a way to serve St. Paul’s with
your talents and/or time?
We invite you to join one of our active committees
that help to keep our church moving ahead in
many ways.
Here are the people you can contact to volunteer
or ask questions:
Outreach – Elaine Pongratz or Karen Hicks
Grounds – Victoria Wilcox
Property – Alan Brandt or Rachel Bitler
Fundraising – Alan Brandt
Stewardship – Carol Tevis or Karen Hicks
Christian Education – JC Owens
Parish Life – Gini Shahovskoy or Doug Hippenstiel
Communications – Doug Hippenstiel

The St. Paul’s Choir
Jean Atherton * Scott Atherton * Ian Brandau *
Bruce Candlish * Linda Candlish * Cynthia
Cornelison * Marika Handakas * Charles Heinly *
Darley Hobbis * Karen Jenkins * Allison Jenkins
* Morgan Jenkins * James Major * Judith Pointer
* Ken Roszel * Sallie Sitler * Carol Tevis
Friends of St. Paul’s Choir
Allen Ahrensfield * Lydia Barton * Douglas Cole *
Katherine Aregood Crusi * Zachary Crusi *
Yvonne Deele * Dick Drukker * Alan Hack *
Matthew Mangus
We are grateful for these musicians who shared
their time and talents for the worship services we
recorded in COVID time.
Jean Atherton * Scott Atherton * Bruce Candlish
* Linda Candlish * Audrey Crist * Katherine
Aregood Crusi * Maria Damore * Justin Huie *
Judith Pointer

Shared Vestry Meeting
The vestries of St. Paul’s and Christ Memorial will
hold a quarterly shared meeting on Sunday, June
12, at St. Paul’s.
St. Paul’s Vestry will meet from noon until 1:15.
Both vestries will meet together from 1:30 p.m. to
3 p.m.
The CMEC Vestry will meet from 3:15 to 4:30.
The meetings will also be available on Zoom.

St. Paul’s Treasurer’s Report

St. Paul’s Altar Flowers

(As of April 30, 2022)

If you would like to provide altar flowers for a
special occasion, please send your request to
Patty Creasy at the Church Office (Post Office Box
764). Flowers for one Sunday cost $45, plus $6
for delivery, but you are welcome to contribute
whatever you can.

2021 Prorated Carryover:

$8336.00

January-April Income:

$81,199.88

January-April Expense:

$70,823.89

Net Surplus:

$18,711.99

All contribution categories continue to be slightly
ahead of budget. Thank you for your continuing
financial support of St. Paul’s mission.
Income and spending continue in a similar fashion
to the last few months. For the year, most income
and expense categories are close to budgetary
projections. The exceptions to this statement are
trust dividends on the income side, and utilities
and property on the expense side. Both trust
dividends and utility expenses are higher than
budgetary expectations, cancelling out their
mutual effect. So far this year, property expenses
are
substantially
less
than
budgetary
expectations.
Respectfully submitted,
Bruce Candlish, St. Paul’s Treasurer

If you would like to read the minutes of the
May 15th Vestry meeting at St. Paul’s,
please contact Doug Hippenstiel at
dch17846@gmail.com.

‘Noisy’ Collection
In June, the Noisy Collection at St. Paul’s will go to
the Bloomsburg Food Cupboard. If you do not
have the opportunity to place your coins in the
collection plate during Sunday services at the
church, you may send a check to St. Paul’s and
write “Food Cupboard” on the memo line.

Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church and mail to P.O. Box 764,
Bloomsburg, PA 17815. Please include a note
with the following information:





The Sunday you would like to provide the
flowers.
Notation: The Altar Flowers are given by
______ in loving memory of ____________,
or in thanksgiving for _________________.
Your name and contact information
(phone number, email address, etc.)

In Our Prayers
Abigail, Adam, Allison, Allyson, Ardella, Barb, Betsy,
Bob, Bonnie, Brett, Brian, Bruce, Carol, C.J., Chip,
Christian, Dale, Darlene, Dean, Don, Emily, Flo,
Fred, Gary, Glenn, Gloria, Greg, Hal, Heidi, Helen,
Jaclyn, Jamie, Janet, Janny, Jared, Jill, Joyce, Judy,
Julie, Kathy, Katy, Kay, Leslie, Nadine, Nancy,
Nick, Nikk, Owen, Pat, Rachel, Randy, Rebecca,
Richard, Rick, Rollie, Royce, Dr. Scott, Shirley, and
Tim.

“The Christian life is lived in a rhythm
of worship and service.”
(From Pilgrim: A Course for the Christian Journey.
The Lord’s Prayer)

Join the CMEC
Greeter Ministry
The Greeter Ministry has the most direct
interaction and personal service to the
congregation and visitors. A greeting alone can
enrich a friendly and welcoming environment for
worship. Now that we are back to in-person
worship, I am looking to restart our program and I
am looking for volunteers.
Duties will include





Alan Brandt fills the tank of the water feature in
the Memorial Garden at St. Paul’s prior to the
company reinstalling the pump.




Worship Schedule for June
CHRIST MEMORIAL
One Service at 10:30 a.m.
With Rev. Kate Harrigan
SAINT PAUL’S
Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
With Rev. Jim Strader-Sasser




Greeting visitors and parishioners at the
door.
Handing out all worship materials.
Filling out visitor name stickers and
encouraging current parishioners to wear
their name tags.
Asking visitors if they are receiving
Communion and if they need gluten-free
wafer, and making Fr. Jim aware.
Pointing out restroom, childcare room, and
Sunday School room to newcomers.
Answering any questions and having
visitors sign the guestbook.
Counting the number of people for
Communion.
Asking two parishioners to take up the
collection.

All volunteers are welcome. Kids would be great
and could be paired with an adult if needed.
Anyone who is interested can send an email to
Sharon Shutovich at smshutovich@yahoo.com.

Turkey, Anyone?

Mike DeMarco and Scott Atherton

Jean Atherton and Karen Jenkins

Karen Zekauskas, Russ Carnahan and Gini
Shahovskoy

Rev. Jim

Karen Zekauskas

Lydia Brandt Jones

Deacon Jim and Rachel Bitler (It was cold with
the doors open!)

Nick Fritz
Carol Tevis

Saint Paul’s and Christ Memorial’s vestries will soon be sharing a vestry meeting. Here’s a
little tool you can use to offer them some data as they gather. If you like, you can email
your ideas to David Peterson (dpete@ptd.net) or JC Owens (owensjc@hotmail.com). If you’d
like more anonymity, jot down your comments on a piece of paper and place them in an
offering plate. Here’s what you can do. There are three categories and this question for
your participation:
What do you think/feel about the first 18 months of the collaboration between Saint Paul’s
and Christ Memorial?
Likes:
I like that
________________________
________________________
________________________

Concerns:
I am concerned that

________________________
Wishes:
I wish that

Your input and engagement with this yoking process is essential to its success. Jot your
leaders a couple of lines of your ideas and send them along when you’re ready!

Parish Leadership
The Rev. Jim Strader-Sasser, Priest-in-Charge
570-380-9515 (Pastoral Calls)
(cmecjim@ptd.net)
The Rev. Allison Carnahan, Priest Associate
Telephone: 512-517-3404
(priestassociatestpauls@gmail.com)
The Rev. Jim Jenkins, Deacon
Telephone: 541-306-1215
(jim-jenkins@comcast.net)
St. Paul’s
Christ Memorial
Cindy Cornelison, Parish Administrator
Mark O’Hearn, Music Director
Telephone: 717-315-1991
Choir Director
(570) 275-3903
(Mark.ohearn@icloud.com)
cmecdanville@ptd.net
Patty Creasy, Church Secretary
Telephone: 570-594-4518
(saintpaulsbloom@gmail.com)
Officers
David Peterson III, Senior Warden
Officers
JC Owens, Senior Warden
dpete@ptd.net
Michelle Walczak, Junior Warden
Telephone: 570-875-8434
owensjc@hotmail.com
mawalczak3@gmail.com
Alan Brandt, Junior Warden
Jenn Patterson, Secretary
(AG1brandt@aol.com)
Patt1011@ptd.net
Doug Hippenstiel, Secretary
Doug Cummings, Treasurer
dch17846@gmail.com
douglas_lutz@hotmail.com
Bruce Candlish, Treasurer
(brucecandlish6@gmail.com)
Other Vestry Members
Other Vestry Members
Joseph Koons
Rachel Bitler
jrkoons@verizon.net
(rbitler@ptd.net)
Robin Kessler
Karen Hicks
rlkessler0902@hotmail.com
Karenhicks.kh@gmail.com
Erin Ryan
Alf Kennedy
erinmom23boys@gmail.com
(kalfsurg@aol.com)
Sharon Shutovich
Victoria Wilcox
smshutovich@yahoo.com
Deb Williams
(victoriawilcox7@gmail.com)
dkwilliamsmammie@gmail.com

